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We have had a wonderful beginning to the school year!  Students 
arrived ready to work hard and they quickly learned their classroom 
routines and procedures.  Mrs. Wright and I are very pleased that 
everyone has settled in and gotten right down to the work that needs 
to be done!   
 You will receive an interim report on Monday, October 2nd, 
which will give you an overview of how your child is performing thus 
far.  Please carefully review the information provided to you and 
contact the teacher if you have any questions.   
 I would like to remind you that we do not celebrate Halloween 
at Jenifer.  It became apparent to us several years ago that many 
families objected to Halloween and would not allow their children to 
participate in Halloween activities at school.  Since we believe in 
including all children in school celebrations, we hold a Fall Harvest 
Festival, instead of a Halloween celebration.  Children do not dress 
up and we ask that you not send in any Halloween decorations.  We 
will hold the Fall Harvest Festival on Friday, October 27th.  We hope 
that you will be able to join us for this event!  Grade levels will send 
out information in the next couple of weeks.   
 
 
 
 
 

Susie Fowler 
Principal 

JENIFER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
2820 Jenifer School Lane 
Waldorf, MD  20603 

(301) 932-9603  (301) 753-1768 

     Thadine Wright 

Vice Principal 



 RESPECT 

During the month of October students will focus on 
“Respect” as the character trait of the month through the 
Personal Responsibility Program.  Encourage your children 
to show consideration for the worth of self, others, living 
things, the environment, property, and rules through words 
and actions.  Remind them that we show respect by 
following rules and instructions given by parents, and other 
adults and persons in authority.   

 
 
 

Important Numbers & Contact Information 
 

Jenifer Elementary School  301-932-9603 
2820 Jenifer School Lane   301-753-1768 
Waldorf, MD           20603  301-374-9496                               
          (fax) 
Charles County Board of Education 
P.O. Box 2770 
La Plata, MD   20646 

301-932-6610 
 
When inclement weather strikes, listen to radio and 
television, or call: 
 

24-hour information lines: 
301-934-7410 301-932-6656 

 
 

 



Board of Education Nutrition Policy 

 
 In order to promote a healthy school environment, the Board of 
Education has revised its nutrition policy regarding what foods and 
beverages may be provided to students during the school day.  This 
policy does not govern the National School Lunch Program, but any 
other foods and beverages made available to students during the school 
day.   
 
Schools play a powerful role in influencing student behavior.  Obesity 
has become an epidemic in the Untied States and is causing great 
concern for the long term health of our children.  Because children spend 
a large portion of their time in school, the Board of Education wants to 
promote a healthy life style for students. 
 
The Board policy, which was adopted in December 2005, requires 
schools to comply with the Maryland State Department of Education 
Management and Operations Memorandum #12 (Competitive Foods 
and Foods of Minimal Nutritional Value).  This means that we may not 
distribute or allow distribution of foods that we have distributed to 
students in the past.  For example, we may not allow carbonated 
beverages, pizza or ice cream sundaes to be given to students during the 
school day.  Individual portions of ice cream, popsicles or cookies are 
allowed.   
 
This will have the most impact for holiday and birthday celebrations.  If 
you want to send in something for your child’s class to eat along with 
their lunch, please make it an individual portion (a cupcake or cookie).  
When we ask you to send in a snack for holiday celebrations, we will 
encourage healthy snacks, instead of sugary snack.  Carbonated 
beverages will not be served at any time during the school day. 
 
We appreciate your support in following the Board of Education policy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Elementary report card conferences will be held on Election Day, 
November, 7th, which is a holiday for students.  Please reserve time on 
that day to meet with your child’s teacher.  More information will come 
home soon!   
 
 
 
 

 
Coffee & ConversationCoffee & ConversationCoffee & ConversationCoffee & Conversation    

    
Our first “Coffee & Conversation” of the year will be held on Thursday, October 12th at 
9:30am.  “Coffee & Conversation” is an event where I Mrs. Fowler meets with interested 
parents to discuss school and school system issues.  This is not a time to discuss any 
concerns or issues about individual students.  Instead, it is a time to discuss issues of 
interest to the entire school community.  For example, some topics we will discuss are 
the Board of Education Nutrition and Cell Phone policies.   

 
 

Sunday, October 29Sunday, October 29Sunday, October 29Sunday, October 29thththth        

 
Standard Time BeginsStandard Time BeginsStandard Time BeginsStandard Time Begins    

Turn clocks back one hourTurn clocks back one hourTurn clocks back one hourTurn clocks back one hour    
 



  
To be held at  

J.P. Ryon Elementary School 
On 

Thursday, October 5th 
7:00pm 

 
 

 
 

12140 Vivian Adams Drive 
Waldorf, Maryland  20601 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This year our Science Fair will be January 4th, 2007.  This project is optional.  A 

newsletter was sent home with students in grades 3,4,5 with a brief summary of 

expectations and deadlines.  I am hoping that many of Jenifer patriots will participate 

and show their science academic abilities.   

 

Ms. Travers 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

The Reading Corner 
by Jennifer DeAtley 
Reading Resource Teacher 

 

 

Books are not made for furniture, 
but there is nothing else that so beautifully furnishes a house. 

~ Henry Ward Beecher ~ 

Parents have a critical role in helping their child succeed.  I hope we can work 

together to instill a love of reading in our students and develop lifelong readers.  

 At the beginning of each month your child will bring home a reading log.  They 

are to record all the books read on this log and return it to their classroom teacher 

at the end of the month.  A grade level graph will be displayed outside the library 

showing how many books each grade level has read.  Last school year Jenifer 

students read a total of 104,413 books. WOW – Let’s make it our goal to top that 

number this year. 

Below are steps you can take at home to promote reading. 

  Have reading material available.  Books, magazines, newspapers, greeting 
cards, cookbooks, catalogs, and song lyrics are great resources. 

  Find a special reading spot.  This place should be comfortable, have good 
lighting, and be way from any distractions such as the television or stereo. 

  Be a reading role model.  Show your child how important reading is by 
letting them see you read, discussing what your reading with your child, reading 
together, taking trips to the local library, and giving books as gifts. 

  Practice, practice, practice!  Research shows that children who spend 30 
minutes a day reading for enjoyment are more likely to become life long readers. 

  Keep reading FUN!  Read aloud together and use different voices for the 
characters.  Praise your child for his or her efforts and use words of encouragement.  

October’s Reading Challenge: 
Get caught reading! 



Have someone take a picture of you reading outside of school.   
Bring in the picture of you reading to decorate our Reading Graph. 

September Reading Logs due to your classroom teacher October 2nd! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

From the desk of Mrs. Grote 

Elementary Gifted Education Resource Teacher 

 

We, at Jenifer, are committed to serving the needs of the 

highly able students.  Teachers are working diligently to 

differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students.  

Reading assessments have been given to all students to form 

appropriate reading groups and Accelerated math classes have 

been formed in grades 3 through 5 for students who have 

demonstrated mastery of grade level curriculum. 

   

The Summer Enrichment Reading sessions were a great 

success.  I plan to meet with students who participated in this 

exciting summer opportunity in the upcoming weeks to get their 

feedback.  This will help us plan for next year! 

   

Once again, the Gifted Education Parent meeting will be 

held on September 25 at the Starkey Administration Building at 

7 p.m.  This meeting will offer suggestions for opportunities, 

contests and activities for bright children.  Students will be 

WANTED:  READING PARTNERS 
QUALIFICATIONS:  Someone who enjoys reading & helping 
children. 
WHEN: You set your own hours /day 
GOAL:  To provide students with a positive role model that will 
share the joy of reading and promote literacy 
IF INTERESTED CONTACT:  Jennifer DeAtley, Reading Resource Teacher  



speaking about their experiences and giving testimonials.  

Subsequent meetings will be held monthly so check your school 

calendar for these dates. Please plan to attend the meetings. 

Your input is a vital.   

 

I am looking forward to assisting in the education of your 

children.  If you have any questions please call me at school or 

email me at dgrote@ccboe.com. 

 

Tidbit: 

http://homework-help.aol.com/?ncid=AOLSBD00160000000001 

o StudyBuddy.com is an education Web site and homework help 

destination for students in grades K-12. It features an easy-to-

use search engine with dependable results, reference tools, fun 

activities, games and more.  
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