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Principal's Message

Academic excellence has long been an expectation at Jenifer. | am
proud to say that our high academic standards continue as we were
just recently recognized by the Maryland State Department of
Education with a 2007 Maryland School Performance award. This
award is granted to schools with outstanding achievement on the
Maryland School Assessment. The Maryland School Assessment
(MSA) is a test of reading and math achievement for grades 3-8.

As proud and overjoyed | am with our past accomplishments, we
are approaching the time for the 2008 Maryland School Assessments.
MSA will be administered the first two weeks of April to our third,
fourth, and fifth grade students. The assessments will include both
multiple-choice and brief constructed response (BCR) questions. MSA
meets the requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act and
assesses the Maryland content standards in mathematics and reading.

As in previous years, our school’s MSA scores will show how well
our students have learned the reading and mathematics sKkills
specified in the Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum (VSC). MSA
scores will also show how our students performed compared to other
students across the nation.

A strong academic foundation is laid every day at Jenifer for
every student. MSA is a formal benchmark that confirms the hard
work and dedication of our teachers, parents, and most importantly,
our students.



Honesty

During the month of March, we will focus on "Honesty" as the character trait of the month. Discuss with
your children the importance of honesty at home, in school and in the community. Encourage them to keep
their promises and be sincere in both actions and words. Remind them that "Honesty is the best Policy”.

Important Numbers & Contact Information

Jenifer Elementary School 301-932-9603
2820 Jenifer School Lane 301-753-1768
Waldorf, MD 20603 Fax - 301-374-9496

Charles County Board of Education
P.O. Box 2770 301-932-6610
La Plata, MD 20646

Want quick access to closing information?

e (all the 24-hour information line at 301-932-6656
e Receive email notification from www.schoolsout.com
e Check the web site at www.ccboe.com

Qeries!

School Closures

March 21— 28" No School
Spring Break
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School Resumes on Monday, March 31st.




Yearbook Sales are Underway!

X The yearbook is a keepsake that will be cherished for a lifetime. The yearbook will

include 64 full color pages Pre-K thru 5™ grade, candid shots from all year, sturdy
soft cover with coating and a custom design created by one of our 5t grade
students. Hurry and reserve your copy today. The price is $17.00. Please make
checks payable to Jenifer Elementary School.
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Music enth

“*music Touches Lives*
Thank You., Mrs. BGrumberg

County Youth SArtist Wihners:
Christion Fraizer/1* ¢rade
Artaro Jimenez/A™ érade

Salma SAnsari/5" grade
Kennede Smith/5" Grade
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Thank you, Ms. Plevs



Media News ooy Pty
Mrs. Jarboe, Mrs. Ryan and Ms. Brehon 6.#
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Our students are enjoying all of our wonderful f""ﬂ.;,h F,:
books and have earned 540 Accelerated Reader points so - ar
this quarter. Wow! Keep reading!

The next Book Fair is March 10™-14™with our family
purchase night on Tuesday, March 11™ from 4pm-6pm. Look for
more information in Friday folders.

Ask your 3™, 4™ and 5™ grade students about using laptops.
We were fortunate to be one of the few elementary schools to
have received thirty laptops through our technology department.
The students have been researching in the media center using
the laptops and various informational books. This information
obtained is then transferred into a project created in the

computer lab.

The Reading Corner

by Jennifer DeAtley

Reading Resource Teacher
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Congratulations to our Top Readers:
January: Mrs. Silvin’s 1" Grade 1185 books read!
Mrs. Wolfe’s 3" Grade 1057 books read!

Score BIG by participating in the
Reading Champions Program!

e Last chance to turn in your MARCH OF DIMES READING CHAMPIONS reading log. Record all the books you have
read during the school day and at home on your March of Dimes envelope. Ask family members to sponsor you by
making a donation to the March of Dimes.

Gold Medal = 20+ books read  Silver Medal = 11- 19 books read  Bronze Medal = 4-10 books read
Turn in your completed envelope by Wednesday, March 5, 2008.



Thank you to everyone who participated in our

Read Across America Celebration on February 29t.

~

& GET READY TO SHINE ON MSA!

Look for your Reading FUN packet to come home for Spring Break
Students in grades 3, 4, & 5 will be taking the Maryland State Assessment in Reading on Tuesday,
April 2™ and Wednesday, April 3. This is a time for students to demonstrate what they know in the area of
Reading. Students will be expected to answer selected response questions (multiple choice) and brief constructed
response questions (questions requiring a written response by the student). You can help out at home by reviewing &
discussing the following with your child:
e What is the main idea of the text?
e What does the author want you to learn or gain from reading this?
e Summarize what you have read.
e What would be another good title for the text? Why?
o Describe a character you are reading about.
* How does the setfting of the story effect the plot?
e What is the problem? What is the solution?
o Discuss text features and how they are helpful in understanding the topic.
e Who would you recommend this book to? Why?

Check out these websites for Reading Fun at homel!
* www.gamequarium.com/readquarium/
= www.magickeys.com/books/
= www.eduplace.com/tales
= www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/h/elementsl.cfm

Student Council News

The Student Council officers and representatives hosted a staff breakfast to raise money for indoor
recess games. We were able to purchase board games for Kindergarten through grade five with the
$258.00 that was raised. Thank you to all the student council families that helped out with the event
and to the teachers who participated. The breakfast was a big hit and we would like to hold another
one in the Spring®

Are You Smarter Than Student Council?
The game show was hosted by Student Council on Friday February 8. It was lots of fun for all who
attended and gave the audience insight into what the children are learning in school.
Congratulations to Lisa Rawson who proved she is Smarter than Student Council ©

Thank you to all who came out to this event. We raised $120.00 that evening!

Next Student Council Meeting
Thursday. March 6, 2008
4:00 — 5:00 pm
Jenifer Library



S, Jude Children's Fesaarch Hospital

by
Lisa Wehausen,
Instructional Specialist
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Once again Jenifer
Patriots in grades K-5 will have the opportunity to participate in the MATHATHON to help raise money for St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Every student (in grades K — 5) will receive a math fun book
appropriate to his/her grade level during the week of March 17
After our school-wide kickoff, your child will bring his math fun
book home over spring break to complete. Even if your child is
not participating in the fund raiser, he/she will still benefit from
completing the math problems in the fun book. If fact, every
child that completes his/her fun book over the break will be
entered into a school drawing for a chance to win prizes!

Each student who participates in the MATHATHON will also
have an opportunity to earn additional prizes according to the
level of funds raised such as free Six Flags passes, t-shirts, sports
bags, and more.

We hope that you will encourage and support your child’s
involvement in this very worthy cause. It’s a great way for our
students to use their skills and knowledge to get involved in community outreach and support needy students.

Check out the MATHATHON website at = http://www.mathathon.org for more information. Also, if you are
interested in having your out-of-town family and friends make a donation on behalf of a Jenifer student, they can
do so online by visiting = http://www.mathathonwired.org and then searching for our school.




