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Status Report #4
(Writing a Thesis Statement)

Thesis Statement Notes:

Thesis:

e A Provable Assertion » Argument

= Opinion

e Provides purpose for research and reader

Have to think about:

Speaker, Writer, Director

Audience

Subiect

Criteria for Effective Thesis Statements

M

Must be arguable — Persuasive

Must be provable — Substantiated with facts

Must sound like a fact — 3™ person point of view

Must be clear and precise in language

Must have complexity — Layers of argument “So What?”
e And \

But

Therefore

Because

Despite

Hitherto

For example >

Ergo

Even though

Also

Furthermore

[f/Then

So /

Conjunctions

MUST MATCH WITH THE THEME!!!

Period:



EXAMPLES OF THESIS STATEMENTS:

o While both Northerners and Southerners believed they fought against
tyranny and oppression, Northerners focused on the oppression of slaves
while Southerners defended their own rights to property and self-
government.

e Rosa Park’s refusal to comply with the Montgomery, Alabama segregation
laws sparked the civil rights movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s.

o Despite its work relief elements, the New Deal is best understood as a
defense of American capitalism because its main programs attempted to
create a stable environment for private enterprise.

¢ The Catholic Church, by means of the pulpit and the purse, greatly
influenced the labor movement in the United States during the final
decades of the nineteenth century.

The next step for your project is to write a thesis statement. A thesis is a
provable statement that creates a purpose for your research and informs the
reader of what to expect from your work. The statement should also be linked to

the theme: /nnovation in History: Impact and Change.

Write your thesis in the box below. Remember that you will be proving an idea

that originated with you.




