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Elementary School Zoning Changes

Redistricting Overview
Elementary school boundaries will change as

Charles County Public Schools prepares to open Mary
Burgess Neal Elementary School in Waldorf.
Redistricting is necessary to create attendance zones
for the new school as well as to relieve overcrowding
at several elementary schools. A redistricting commit-
tee is developing several proposals to create an atten-
dance zone for Neal and to more evenly distribute stu-
dents among other elementary schools.

Presentation of proposals
The redistricting committee plans to present at

least two proposals to Superintendent James E.
Richmond and the Board of Education on March 13
during the Board’s monthly meeting. A public hearing
to gather community input on the proposals is set for
March 27, 7 p.m., at Thomas Stone High School in
Waldorf. Charles County Public Schools staff will
present a brief overview of the school and the propos-
als and Board members and the Superintendent will
listen to comments from the public. All proposals will
be posted on the school system website,
www.ccboe.com, on March 13. Copies of the propos-
als will be available for review at all elementary
schools.

Which schools will be impacted?
Attendance zones for the following elementary

schools could change with the opening of Neal: Eva
Turner, Walter J. Mitchell, T.C. Martin, Mary H.
Matula and J. P. Ryon. Rezoned students will change
schools in August 2008.

Why rezone a year ahead?
Based on comments received from parents during

the last redistricting, the Superintendent felt parents
wanted more notification if their children were going
to be moved to a different school. By developing pro-
posals a year in advance, parents will have time to
rearrange before- and after-school care or to adjust to
the change in schools for their children.

Timeline

Redistricting Committee
The redistricting committee is developing

proposals for the elementary
school zone changes.

Public Presentation of Proposals
March 13, 2007, 1 p.m.

Jesse L. Starkey Administration Building
La Plata, MD

Public Hearing on Proposals
March 27, 2007, 7 p.m.

Thomas Stone High School Auditorium
Waldorf, MD

Superintendent’s Recommendation
to the Board
April 3, 2007

Public Hearing on Recommendation
April 19, 7 p.m.

Thomas Stone High School Auditorium
Waldorf, MD

Final Decision by Board
May 8, 2007

First Students Redistricted
August 2008

Get the latest redistricting information at
www.ccboe.com

Send comments to:
redistrict@ccboe.com



Learn about the proposals
The school system uses a number of ways to com-

municate redistricting news to parents. Flyers like this
one, which outline the proposals and affected neigh-
borhoods, will be distributed through the elementary
schools. The information will also be sent to the local
newspapers and libraries and posted on the school sys-
tem website.

Public hearings
Public hearings are scheduled to solicit community

input. The first public hearing on March 27, 7 p.m., at
Thomas Stone High School is to gather input on the
committee recommendations. Following the hearing,
Superintendent Richmond will make a recommenda-
tion to the Board at its April 3 meeting. The Board will
hold a second public hearing to solicit comments on
the superintendent’s recommendation. The hearing is
April 19, 7 p.m., at Thomas Stone. The Board will
make its final decision on redistricting on May 8;
however, the redistricting does not take effect until
August 2008 when Neal opens. The Board may make
modifications to the Superintendent’s recommenda-
tion based on public input.

How Are Zones Determined?
Board of Education policy requires, as a minimum,

that the following factors are considered and applied
consistently to all zoning decisions: school capacity;
impact on educational program quality of affected
schools; student enrollment trends; age or condition of
school buildings involved in the redistricting, recog-
nizing the impact of increasing enrollment on older
facilities where a building's physical condition and
supporting utilities (i.e. septic system, HVAC, cafete-
ria, etc.) may be less able to accept more students;
financial considerations such as temporary housing
and operating costs per student; transportation costs;
impact on the community of the school proposed to be
redistricted relative to the size of the student popula-
tion to be relocated and the natural boundaries of com-
munities and neighborhoods within which students
reside; the desirability of limiting the redistricting for
an elementary or middle school to once every three
years; and the number of students from outside the
attendance zone.

Redistricting Committee
There are 17 people on the Redistricting

Committee. The group is composed of three parents,
one representing each level (elementary, middle and
high school); three parent alternates; three community
members; three school system staff members; three
principals; a member of the County Department of
Planning and Growth Management; and the Assistant
Superintendent for Supporting Services. Each school
makes a recommendation for a parent representative
to the committee. Names are picked at random from
those recommendations.

How will comments be received?
Community input is essential to a successful redis-

tricting. Besides accepting comments at two public
hearings, Superintendent Richmond and the Board
welcome written comments. Suggestions may be sent
through e-mail or by letter. E-mails should be sent to
redistrict@ccboe.com. Mail letters to Charles County
Public Schools, Redistricting, P.O. Box 2770, La
Plata, MD 20646.

Facts about the new school
Mary Burgess Neal Elementary School is sched-

uled to open in August 2008 in time for the 2008-09
school year. It will serve the eastern Waldorf/St.
Charles area and is located in the Sheffield
Neighborhood of Fairway Village in St. Charles. The
state rated capacity is 766 students with provisions for
prekindergarten and full-day kindergarten. This will
be a two-story building.

School name
The new school, Mary Burgess Neal, is named for

a former teacher, counselor, principal and school
administrator who spent her 31-year career with
Charles County Public Schools. She began teaching in
at Oak Grove school in Nanjemoy and she also taught
at Indian Head School, Bel Alton Elementary and
Pomonkey Elementary. She became principal at Bel
Alton Elementary in 1949 and later served as princi-
pal of the Port Tobacco School. Mrs. Neal was later
appointed as supervisor of elementary schools, a posi-
tion she held until she retired in 1975.
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Charles County Public Schools does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, age or disability in its programs, activi-
ties or employment practices. For inquiries, contact
Charles County Public Schools, 301-932-6610. For
special accommodations, call 301-934-7320 or
TDD 1-800-2258 two weeks prior to the event.
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