
The Charles County public school system does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age or disability in its
programs, activities or employment practices. For inquiries, please con-
tact Keith Grier, Title IX Coordinator, or Patricia Vaira, Section 504
Coordinator (students) or Keith Hettel, Section 504 Coordinator (employ-
ees/adults), at Charles County Public Schools, central office building,
P.O. Box 2770, La Plata, Maryland 20646; (301) 932-6610/870-3814. For
special accommodations call (301) 934-7230 or TDD 1-800-735-2258 two
weeks prior to the event. (homeless education brochure, 10/3/04)

Homeless Children
Educating the

of Charles County Public Schools

Who can I call if I have 
questions?

Charles County Public Schools
301-932-6610, 301-870-3814

Student Services
301-934-7326

Transportation
301-934-7262

Ask for the Homeless Education
Coordinator or the Director of Student
Services.

Charles County Public Schools

James E. Richmond

Superintendent of Schools

Ronald G. Cunningham

Associate Superintendent of Schools

Keith G. Grier
Director of Student Services

Does my child have the 
same rights as other school
children?

Your child has the same rights to school
programs and services as all children, such as:

• School breakfast and lunch
• Before and after-school programs
• Pre-school programs
• Transportation
• Special education
• Gifted and talented programs
• Career and technology education



If I am homeless, 
where will my child go to school?

As a homeless parent, you have the right to
decide, along with your child’s school, whether it
is in the best interest of your child to:

• stay in the same school he or she attended
before you became homeless (this is the
“school of origin”); or

• transfer to the school that is closest to your
new location.

To the extent that is feasible, the school system
will enroll your child in either school.

Can my child ride the school bus?

Your child’s school will help you get trans-
portation for your child.

You will not be denied access to the school that
is in the best interest for your child because of lack
of transportation.

What is in the “best interest” 
for my child – to stay in the same
school or to change schools?

The decision about your child’s school enroll-
ment takes into consideration factors such as:

• Special needs for your child
• Continuity of instruction
• Length of stay in your new location
• Time and distance to transport your child to

and from school

If you have concerns about the school your
child will attend, call the telephone number on
the back of this brochure and ask for the homeless
education coordinator.

If I am homeless, what documents do
I need to enroll my child in school?

• School records
• Birth certificate
• Immunization record

If you do not have these documents, your child
will not be denied entry into school. The school
will help you obtain any necessary documents for
enrollment.

“…the Education for
Homeless Children and
Youth program is to
ensure that all homeless
children and youth have
equal access to the same
free, appropriate public
education, including pub-
lic preschool education,
provided to other children
and youth.”

- Stewart B. McKinney
Homeless Assistance Act


