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OMMUNICATING&ONNECTING

The Charles County public school system does not discriminate on the ba-
sis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age or disability in its pro-
grams, activities or employment practices.  For inquiries, please contact 
Ronald Cunningham, Title IX Coordinator, or Patricia Vaira, Section 504 
Coordinator (students) or Keith Hettel, Section 504 Coordinator (employ-
ees/adults), at Charles County Public Schools, Jesse L. Starkey Admin-
istration Building, P.O. Box 2770, La Plata, Maryland, 20646.  (301) 934-
7230 or TDD 1-800-735-2258 two  weeks prior to the event. (8/13/10).

Comcast       Channel       96/FiOS        Channel    12

Charles County Public Schools airs educational and 
promotional programs on two television stations pro-
vided free to the school system by Comcast and Verizon 
through franchise agreements with the Charles County 
government. Comcast Channel 96 and Verizon FiOS 
Channel 12 are managed and produced by the CCPS 
communications department. They feature educational 
programming ranging from an adult education series and 
high school math help programs to early childhood educa-
tional cartoons. Staff also produces local shows featuring 
our students and staff in action as well as events happen-
ing in Charles County Public Schools. Public Board of 
Education meetings are aired live as well as rebroadcast 
to keep the public informed. Board meetings are also 
streamed live on the school system Web site at www.
ccboe.com/boe/live. If you have an idea for the televi-
sion stations, e-mail Katie O’Malley-Simpson at komal-
ley@ccboe.com, or Kyle Graves at kgraves@ccboe.com.

Twitter

Follow Charles County Public Schools on Twit-
ter! The school system maintains a Twitter page at 
www.twitter.com/CCPS, and features system up-
dates, news, facts and more. Staff also sends out in-
clement weather tweets and calendar information. 
The site can be accessed from the internal network by 
selecting view for work-related purposes only under 
the options area of the Websense notification page.



Each school has a key communicator - an employee 
who lets the communications department know the great 
things happening in your school.  If you have an interest-
ing lesson, a personal accomplishment or student success 
you want to share, let the key communicator know or 
send your idea to Katie O’Malley-Simpson, komalley@
ccboe.com, or Shelley Mackey, smackey@ccboe.com.

This Week in Charles County Public Schools ... is a 
short news item compiled each Friday and sent via e-mail 
to employees.  This Week provides informational links to 
new items, school system accomplishments and facts, as 
well as upcoming events employees might like to attend.

Charles County Public Schools produces an em-
ployee newsletter, for and about CCPS staff, every 
other Friday. School News is distributed in schools 
and centers each payday and is also posted on the 
staff services page of the school system Web site.

@ccboe.com

This Week

Key Communicators

Almost all employees have access to a com-
puter and have been assigned e-mail accounts.  
Your school system e-mail account is for business 
use only, and all e-mails should be composed and 
sent as if you were sending a formal business letter.

www.ccboe.com

Make the school system Web site your home 
page or one of your favorites.  The CCPS site has all 
the facts, forms and information an employee may 
need.  A staff services page is dedicated to employee 
information such as contracts and benefits for em-
ployees.  The Web site also has important links for par-
ents and study help for students.  It’s the place where 
we post just about all public information produced 
about the school system from news releases to pub-

Employee Self-Service Portal

View pay stubs, check leave balances and benefits 
information from your work or home computer on 
the employee self-service portal. The link to the por-
tal is located at the top of the staff services page on the 
CCPS Web site. In order to access the portal, employ-
ees will need to create an account using their employee 
identification number and the last four digits of their 
social security number. Information is password pro-
tected. A valid e-mail address is required to activate 
the account. Send any questions to EP@ccboe.com.

School News

Keep in touch by phone

All schools and classrooms are equipped with 
Cisco IP phones. Employees can check voicemail 
from their classroom, office or home. Complete in-
structions for checking voicemail both at work and at 
home can be found at www.ccboe.com/staffservices.
cfm.  There is an expectation that voicemail is checked 
daily and that employees respond to all messages.

Edline

Edline is a new Web site that parents can use to view 
their child’s school records, such as grades, class infor-
mation, attendance and assignments. Teachers will also 
have their own classroom page, where they can post les-
son plans, homework and other important classroom 
information for students and parents. Trainers at each 
school will work with teachers in developing pages.

How to find out if school is closed

Sometimes weather causes school system closings. 
There are a number of ways to find out if you work or 
stay home when the weather is bad.  While local tele-
vision and radio stations are notified, they are not 
the best source of information for employees. A mes-
sage is placed on each employee’s voicemail, which 
can be accessed from home. The information is also 
placed on the 24-hour information lines, 301-934-
7410 and 301-932-6656, and on the school system 
Web site. Employees can also receive the school sys-
tem press releases or sign up for www.schoolsout.com.

To Sign up for CCPS press releases
 • Enter The Press Room located on the right side  
 of the CCPS Web site.
 • Follow the instructions to subscribe on the  
 left side of the page.


