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Roberta S. Wise 
Comments to Commissioners 
March 23, 2011 
 
If we opened St. Charles High School today, we would have 1,300 students filling the 
classrooms. There is no doubt that this school will be full the day it opens, whether that is 
in 2013 or 2014. 
 
I don’t think there is anyone who can argue that we don’t need this high school.  Our high 
schools are overcrowded. The looming questions are -- can we afford to open it and what 
kind of support can the Board of Education expect from the Charles County 
Commissioners? 
 
The Board of Education has no way to generate new funding, and the other night – 
because of funding concerns -- the Board ended in a stalemate over whether to delay 
school construction until 2014. One of the reasons we are at an impasse is because we did 
not get a response from you to this letter. 
 
We are here today to ask for your support. We are here today to ask you to step up as 
leaders and provide us with solid commitments. We are running out of time to meet the 
state’s April 1 deadline for a timeline and plan for St. Charles High School.  
 
The Board, on Monday night, discussed a list of five major concerns and questions for 
the County Commissioners. We are asking you to consider and commit to the following: 
 

• If we delay the opening of St. Charles High School until 2014, as the 
Commissioners have requested, will you give us assurances of yearly operating 
costs of $10 million? Even with the $10 million, the school system will have to 
come up with another $2-3 million each year. 

 
• During staff-to-staff meetings, we have received no assurances from the county 

that if we agree to your request for a delay, that you are willing to pick up the cost 
increases incurred by the delay. We know the state will not. Will you give us that 
assurance today? 

 
• If we agree to the delay as you have requested, will you guarantee that the design 

of the building will remain intact and not be compromised to make up for the cost 
increases? To redesign this building again will not only cost more, but also 
severely compromise the educational program to be offered. 

 
• If the Board of Education agrees to defer all other Capital Improvement Projects 

for the next five years to help the county fund the high school construction, will 
the Commissioners in turn assure us that you will fund any emergency repairs at 
our schools and centers? 
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• If we agree to delay construction, will the county fund the costs to secure the 
property? 

 
We need this high school. We also need the money to operate it and provide the same 
educational program available now. To open this school without additional funds would 
impact the educational program, class size and our ability to move public education 
forward. We know there are economic challenges; we live every day with the 
consequences of a slumped economy. Our funding future looks bleak with the loss of 
federal ARRA dollars, possible pass downs in state retirement funding and the continued 
effects of two years of state funding cuts. We do not want to open this school by gutting 
existing schools.  And… that’s what would happen if we open St. Charles High School 
without additional operating costs. Estimates today show that we would have to cut 200 
staff members and increase class sizes four to five students in already crowded 
classrooms. 
 
I am a retired teacher, and I have witnessed firsthand the negative effect of overcrowding 
and crammed classrooms and spaces. Overcrowded classrooms drain the energies of 
teachers and create glaring disadvantages to student learning. 
 
As a Board of Education, our job is to advocate for and protect our children’s right to 
learn in class sizes that are manageable and in schools that accommodate the true size of 
the student population.  As a Board of Education, our job is to ensure that our students 
not only learn but also have ample opportunities to succeed. To do this, we need to 
continue to grow along with our student population. That responsibility includes building 
new schools while maintaining existing facilities. Our children deserve no less. 
 
The biggest mistake we can make during a fiscal crisis is to allow our facilities to 
deteriorate or to abandon our dedication to providing excellent educational programs in 
safe and secure schools.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of these matters. We know you understand the county’s 
economic future is tied to successful public schools and we hope you agree that educating 
our future workforce must drive planning for the school system and the county. 
Thank you. 
 
 


