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Good evening, I am Bobbie Wise, chairman of the Board of Education. On behalf of the 
Board, and Superintendent James E. Richmond, I want to congratulate you on your 
accomplishments … on graduating. For many of you, I know this has been a long and 
sometimes hard journey. We are proud that you made the decision to work and finish 
high school. We are proud to call you part of the Class of 2010. 
 
There are 40 students graduating from Charles County Public Schools now that they have 
completed summer school. You are 40 young people who made a decision to stick with 
school … to keep going to receive your diploma. You are 40 students with individual 
reasons or life situations that you overcame to become a high school graduate. 
 
I want to share the story of two graduates sitting here today who faced incredible 
challenges that made it hard to learn, finish school and graduate in June. The stories of 
Tony, whose real name I am not using at his request, and Will, are your stories. Their 
tales remind us of the staggering life tests some of our students must pass before they can 
engage in learning. Tony and Will have stories of stubborn determination to overcome 
great odds so they could focus their efforts toward finishing high school.  Tony’s and 
Will’s stories remind us that it really does take a village to raise a child. Without strong 
community, family and school support, Tony and Will might not be wearing a cap and 
gown today. 
 
Tony is a tall, thin, polite young man with the face of an angel. He’s also been shot at, 
jumped and dealt with life drama most of us only watch on television. He brought all that 
outside drama and community baggage to school with him, which made it difficult to 
learn or get involved with his class. Not surprisingly, he did not do well in school.  He 
got in trouble a lot and he got bad grades. 
 
Tony failed English I and English II. At the recommendation of the school and his 
family, he switched schools halfway through his junior year. It made a difference. 
Separated from influences that were distracting him, he began to achieve. At his new 
school, he was determined to do better … to graduate. And, he did do better, but he was 
behind because of his English grades.  
 
Tony benefited because as educators we understand that there is more than one path to 
graduation, and sometimes that path takes more than four years to complete. We know 
that some students need alternatives, and Charles County Public Schools offers those 
options for students who need them. Tony finished English 3 in summer school and 
English 4 through a Charles County Public Schools independent study program called 
Novel. 
 



Like each of you graduating today, Tony did what it takes to graduate. He did not quit. 
He took responsibility for his education, and working with his school guidance counselor, 
he created and completed a plan that allows him to graduate this evening and head to the 
College of Southern Maryland this fall. 
 
And then there is Will … he is as outgoing as Tony is reserved. His story is different, but 
another example of the great determination that is pretty common among summer school 
graduates and the incredible odds that many of you beat to be here this evening. 
 
If you knew Will a year ago, you would have expected that he would follow the typical 
path to a June graduation with most of his classmates. He attended Westlake High School 
and he genuinely liked coming to school. He got decent grades, played soccer and 
participated in theater. He was a member of the Student Government Association. 
 
Then it happened … life changed several months into his senior year. He began having 
family difficulties and became homeless. He bounced from house to house, relying on the 
good will of his friends and their families for a bite to eat and a place to sleep. He became 
an emancipated 17-year-old, joining the growing number of this type of student in our 
school system. He had no transportation and no way to get to school on a regular basis. 
 
Surviving day-to-day became his focus. He missed an entire month of school. He was 
failing English and Chemistry. For Will, it was a change of plans. He knew early on in 
his senior year that he would not be graduating with his class. He thought if he let English 
go, he could at least save his Chemistry grade. It didn’t work because he had not learned 
enough of the material. He had missed too many classes. But … he refused to give up. He 
reconciled with his family and moved back home. He worked with his school to move 
forward, even if it was going to take a little longer than expected. He wanted to graduate 
and go to college. Today, he takes another step toward that goal and he will attend the 
College of Southern Maryland in the fall. 
 
It would have been easy for these two young men to get lost in the system. But they 
didn’t. Both will tell you they had strong support that helped them get through and make 
better decisions. In Tony’s case, he credits his mom and grandmom for standing with him 
in good and bad times. He says his school counselor encouraged and pushed him. They 
are a large part of the reason he is graduating today. 
 
Will has a long list of support, starting with his friends but quickly moving to school 
where Mrs. James, his counselor, Mrs. Benson, his principal and teachers like Mr. 
Cooper and Mrs. Marks pushed him to keep moving forward. His principal even helped 
him get a job.  
 
Life and high school aren’t always pretty, but thanks to the support and love you have 
received, you have made it. It does take families, the community and our schools working 
together to make sure our children succeed. In our caring community schools there are 
teachers, administrators and counselors who work hard each day to make sure students 



like Will, Tony and the other 26,700 who attend public schools get the support they need 
to reach their potential. 

High school graduation closes the door on a period of your youth, but it is really not 
about endings at all. Today is a celebration of what you have accomplished and what you 
are about to begin. Some of you will begin your careers now while others will extend 
their education. Each of you will build a different life and a different future. The fact that 
you are here … part of the graduating class of 2010 … shows that you have the 
determination, skills and strength to move forward and do well. 

To the Class of 2010, I congratulate you. We are proud of you. 
  


