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Good afternoon Governor O’Malley, Comptroller Franchot 

and Treasurer Kopp. I am Roberta Wise, the Chairman of 

the Board of Education of Charles County.  

 

Before I begin, I would like to introduce Board Vice 

Chairman Maura Cook, Board Member Donald Wade, 

Superintendent of Schools James E. Richmond and 

Assistant Superintendent for Supporting Services Charles 

Wineland. 

Several years ago, our Superintendent, James E. Richmond, 

met with Governor O’Malley about a vision for a 21st 

century high school that combines the best in science and 

technology, adds a focus on space and provides a model for 

green education. The school itself, and a partnership with 

the local developer of a Green Community, will provide the 

tools to educate students in sustainability and green 

curriculums and programs. 

It is a building designed to house cooperative learning 
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space, hands-on instruction, a digital classroom and 

Science on a Sphere.  

 

It’s also a building that was slated to open in 2011, in 2013 

and now not until 2014. This high school building has been 

value engineered and then value engineered some more. It 

is a high school that can’t seem to get off the ground. We 

are struggling to get building construction started on a 

school that will now open after many of us are out of 

office. 

 

Governor O’Malley, you recognized the educational 

benefits of the programs planned for this high school, and 

after that meeting with the Superintendent, you personally 

helped us promote that vision and secure a larger capacity 

building for a growing student population. The IAC and the 

Board of Public Works has been supportive in our efforts to 

push this high school forward despite a faltering economy 

that has resulted in increases in school construction and 

scarce operating dollars. 
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Our request today is short. The project we are appealing is 

well justified and is already approved by the Interagency 

Committee on Public School Construction to the Board of 

Public Works.  We are strictly appealing for additional 

funding to relieve the county from forward funding such a 

large portion of the state’s share. Specifically, we are 

asking for you to support funding for the balance of the 

$8.2 million fiscal year 2013 request for St. Charles High 

School. The IAC is recommending funding $7 million of 

our request. This is our only priority as we move forward 

with building our seventh high school, which will reduce 

high school overcrowding for years to come. We have 

delayed additional projects in order to move forward with 

this project. 

 

All children deserve a good public education. They deserve 

the best we can give them -- our best thinking, quality 

instruction and well-built, safe and inviting schools.  St. 

Charles High School is a model for the best. 
 

This new high school is not extravagant, a luxury or over 
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designed. It’s what we need to reduce overcrowding at our 

high schools and what we need to raise our science and 

math curriculum to a level the experts – our local engineers 

and business groups – say we need. 
 

Even during these tough economic times, Charles County 

continues to grow. This past year has been particularly 

challenging in that with the combination of local 

government funding limitations and a cautious general 

contractor construction community, we received high bids 

and had to delay the St. Charles High School project 

another year, moving its opening to August 2014. 

 

We have gotten through this crisis with the help of Dr. 

Lever and others and have pursued project accomplishment 

by construction manager at risk. We look forward to 

advertising for trade bids in February and obtaining a 

Guaranteed Maximum Price in March. Our hope is to 

award a contract in April, which will allow us to lock in the 

project funding approved in the fiscal year 2012 capital 

improvements plan. 



 5 

 

By limiting our CIP request to St. Charles High School we 

hope to lighten the financial burden our county government 

faces to forward fund the unfunded state high school 

project share balance while awaiting state reimbursement 

over the next five to six years. We also hope to improve the 

county’s ability to fund future renovations sooner and to 

bring the same level of educational and building 

performance to our older facilities as is found in our latest 

schools. 

 

We are proactive and use creative solutions to maximize 

the space in our school buildings. It is important we 

continue to look to the future and be ready once the 

housing market turns to accommodate population surges 

like we experienced prior to the economic downturn. We 

must also continue to replace equipment and maintain our 

aging school buildings. We hope the recent years of 

slowing growth will present an opportunity to consider 

funding of renovations at an earlier date instead of 

programming for new capacity. 
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On behalf of the Board of Education, we pledge our 

commitment to working with you, and our local and state 

officials, on the successful completion of these projects. 

Further, we applaud your wisdom in recognizing that 

education is more than a priority, it is the key to the civic 

and economic vitality of this state. We thank you for your 

favorable consideration of our requests. 

 

Thank you. Do you have any questions? 

 


