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Good morning Governor O’Malley, Comptroller Franchot and Treasurer Kopp. I 

am Col. Donald Wade, the Chairman of the Board of Education of Charles County.  

 

Before I begin, I would like to recognize other members of our Board and school 

staff. Joining me today are Vice Chairman Bobbie Wise and Board Members Maura 

Cook and Pamela Pedersen. Also with me are Superintendent of Schools James E. 

Richmond and Assistant Superintendent of Supporting Services Charles Wineland. 

 

Our request today is straightforward and short. Specifically, we are asking for 

your support for three projects. Planning approval is needed now for a new high school 

and it is our top priority. The high school would reduce severe overcrowding in our 

schools, and, if we opened the school tomorrow, it would already be filled. Although 

design approval was not granted last year, we have proceeded with plans with the hope of 

opening the school in August 2011. In order to increase our chances of receiving 

planning approval for the high school, we have reduced our requests and have not asked 

for planning for two new elementary schools and several other projects. 

 

As you can see from the success of North Point High School, Charles County has 

a reputation for its innovation in its approach to building schools that provide programs 

for students that enhance the skills they need for living and working in the 21st century 

and a global society. We propose the next new high school house a digital classroom as 

well as be energy efficient. At the Economic Summit in Charles County, I heard you 

speak about the importance of conservation, and the new high school would include the 

use of high efficiency, Energy Star equipment, centralized outside air ventilation units 

with heat recovery, a geothermal heat pump system and rain water harvesting for 

irrigation use and a total of 26 other energy efficient design considerations. 

 



Additionally, we would provide educational classes that would complement the 

green features of the building to teach students of the importance of energy conservation. 

We are determined to obtain a LEEDS Certification emphasizing energy and 

environment consideration at the new high school. 

 

The digital classroom contains a multi-use dome theater that will be used for all 

students in the county and enhances science, technology and other instructional 

programs. 

 

Charles County is one of the fastest growing counties in the state. Charles County 

has been proactive in dealing with its growth and creative in its solutions to maximize the 

space in our school buildings. We have utilized portable classrooms to the fullest extent, 

as is evidenced by the large investment made locally.  We have worked with our County 

Commissioners on the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance, which was created nine 

years ago, and established core capacities at all schools. The county has implemented an 

excise tax to help fund school construction.  These measures have helped us deal with our 

growth, but, we are running out of options and space and we need more state help. 

 

Most of our schools are being used beyond capacity, and we have been balancing 

the need to renovate our older schools and building new ones. 

 

We are also asking for the balance of construction funding for Mary Burgess Neal 

Elementary School. This school opens in August 2008. Your timely funding of the state 

balance will allow our county government to fund their share of local construction 

funding for other projects and in particular, our new high school. 

 

We are also asking for full-day kindergarten additions and a systemic renovation 

at John Hanson Middle School in Waldorf. The Hanson request is for boiler replacement 

and was deferred last year. One boiler has failed and we are replacing it with general fund 

monies. The project remains urgent to ensure the educational program does not suffer. 

We are also requesting funding for permanent solutions for students in temporary spaces 



who were displaced due to the implementation of the mandated full-day kindergarten 

program. We placed full-day kindergarten programs in many schools by moving older 

children to relocatables for classes. We are asking for full-day kindergarten additions at 

Dr. Gustavus Brown, Eva Turner, Indian Head and Arthur Middleton Elementary 

Schools.  

 

Thank you for your assistance with prior appeals. We understand the problem of 

needing an extended timeframe for state construction funding reimbursement to occur. 

We have forward funded the state share on Davis Middle School and Neal Elementary 

School until reimbursement might occur, and we forward funded Diggs Elementary 

School 100 percent without any expectation of state reimbursement. 

 

On behalf of the Board of Education, we pledge our commitment to working with 

you, and our local and state officials, on the successful completion of these projects. 

Further, we applaud your wisdom in recognizing that education is more than a priority, it 

is the key to the civic and economic vitality of this state. We thank you for your favorable 

consideration of our request. 

 
Thank you. Do you have any questions? 
 


