
WE CARE
A SAFE DRIVING PROGRAM FOR TEENS 
BY TEENS WITH GUIDANCE FROM THE 
CHARLES COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
AND CHARLES COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Let’s save lives together
Four years ago when you were in middle school and not yet old enough to drive, 
a series of car crashes took the lives of nine teenagers in Charles County. Know-
ing those tragedies could never be reversed, the Charles County Sheriff’s Office, 
Charles County Public Schools and high school students countywide vowed to 
work together to prevent more loss of life. In 2008, we created the We Care safe 
driving campaign for teens and ever since we have been helping young drivers 
make safer decisions behind the wheel. 

Now, as a student driver, it is your turn to choose safety. Through a series of 
checkpoints in school parking lots and by sponsoring activities that promote safe 
driving, the Sheriff’s Office and your school will continuously remind you how 
important it is to drive safely. You can be part of our mission, too, by partici-
pating in our events, by suggesting other ways to promote driving safety, or by 
simply driving responsibly and according to the law.

We Care has drastically reduced the number of fatal crashes involving teenagers. 
Even so, two students have died in the past four years — one in a crash in anoth-
er county and another last year when she lost control of her car during inclement 
weather. We Care continues to promote safe driving in their honor.

Our work will never rest and we encourage you to join us in preventing teen 
crashes and fatalities. If you want to get involved, contact your School Resource 
Officer for more information. Welcome back and drive safely.

Sincerely,

James E. Richmond, Superintendent
Charles County Public Schools

Rex W. Coffey, Sheriff
Charles County Sheriff’s Office

JUST SAY NO TO DRUGS

Sheriff Rex W. Coffey

Superintendent
James E. Richmond



Rules of the Road
KNOW THE RULES OF THE ROAD: If you want to keep your school parking permit, you’ll 
need to be a good driver everywhere — not just on school property.

Minimum Age for a Learner’s Permit: 15 years and 9 months

Minimum Age for a Provisional License: 16 years and 6 months

Minimum Age for a Full License: 18 years

Qualifications for Graduation to the Next License Level: Licensees must be without a conviction or probation 
before judgment ruling for nine months to obtain a Provisional License and for 18 months to obtain a Full License.

Passenger Restrictions: Drivers under the age of 18 who hold a Provisional Driver’s License are not allowed to carry 
non-family passengers under the age of 18 for the first 151 days.

Withdrawing Consent: If a co-signer (parent or guardian) withdraws consent for a license while the licensee is a 
minor, the Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) must cancel the license.

Driver Improvement Program: The MVA is authorized to provide a Driver Improvement Program to rehabilitate 
driver behavior and has a program modeled specifically for young drivers.

Penalties for Drivers Under 18:
 · First Offense: You must attend the Driver Improvement Program.

 · Second Offense: Your license is suspended for 30 days and your driving privileges are restricted to
 education and employment purposes for 90 days following the suspension.

 · Third Offense: Your license is suspended or revoked for 180 days, you must complete the Driver
 Improvement Program and your driving privileges are restricted to education and employment purposes
 for 180 days following the suspension.

 · Fourth and Subsequent Offenses: Your license is revoked for no less than 180 days and you are
 required to retake the law and skills test as part of the process of restoring your licensing privileges.

 · Points Accumulation: If you accumulate five or more points in a 12-month period, your license is
 suspended for six months for the first offense and 12 months for the second or subsequent offenses.

 · High Risk Driving: If you are found to have committed Reckless and Negligent Driving; Aggressive Driv- 
 ing; Racing; Leaving the Scene of an Accident; or Fleeing or Eluding Police; your license is suspended for six  
 months for the first offense and 12 months for the second or subsequent offenses.

RECENT LAWS:  * No texting in your car ever, even at a stoplight.
   * No talking on your cell phone while driving.
   * Slow down and, when possible, move over if you pass a police car or 
      emergency vehicle stopped on the side of the road.

MORE RULES TO REMEMBER

Learner’s Permit
 Provisional License
   Full License

Graduated Licensing Program


